
Seeded and Natural Orographic Wintertime clouds—the Idaho Experiment (SNOWIE) 
U. of Colorado Disdrometer @ Snowbank 

1. Dataset Title: Land Based: Precipitation - CU Disdrometer Data at Snowbank Site [CU] 

 

2. Dataset Author(s):  

Dr. Katja Friedrich 

Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences,  

University of Colorado 

4001 Discovery Drive 

311 UCB 

Boulder, CO 80309-0311 

Katja.Friedrich@colorado.edu,  

303-492-2041 

3. Time of Interest –  

Each file contains data from 2103 UTC on the day that is indicated in the file name to 2102 

UTC for the next day. Files are available for every day between 2017/01/07 till 2017/03/17. 

4. Area of Interest –  

Snowbank Mountain Site (collocated with IPC’s Met and Gauge station as well as NCAR’s 

MRR; this site is NOT the DOW site): 44.440173; -116.12606 @ 2542 m MSL 
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5. Data Frequency - Frequency of data collection continuously from 7 Jan till 16 March; 

data sampled every 10 seconds. 

6. Data Spatial Type -  readable ASCII text  

 

More detail on the data format can be found on page 29 in http://www.ott.com/en-

us/products/download/operating-instructions-present-weather-sensor-ott-parsivel2/ 

http://www.ott.com/en-us/products/download/operating-instructions-present-weather-sensor-ott-parsivel2/
http://www.ott.com/en-us/products/download/operating-instructions-present-weather-sensor-ott-parsivel2/


 

Classification according to diameter and velocity is described in Pages 44-45 in 

http://www.ott.com/en-us/products/download/operating-instructions-present-weather-

sensor-ott-parsivel2/ 

7. General Dataset Description   

The instrument had the heater turned on high throughout the IOPs. However, we 

discovered that the window was iced up during strong wind conditions. Field 18 (Sensor 

status – see list below) will indicate if the sensor was clear or not. Data were visually 

inspected and no instrument failure was observed.  

 

Field 21 Sensor data is wrong in the data field! Please use date provided by the file name! 

8. File Names 

 

 

9. Data restrictions – no data restriction 

10. Digital Object Identifier (DOI) – See the online dataset description for the DOI.  

11. GCMD Keywords - See the online dataset description for the GCMD science keywords. 

12. Publications –  

Aikins, J., K. Friedrich, B. Geerts, and B. Pokharel, 2016: Role of a Low-Level Jet and 
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Friedrich, K., E. A. Kalina, J. Aikins, J. Sun, D. Gochis, P. Kucera, K. Ikeda, and M. 
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Colorado Flood. J. Hydromet., 17, 53-72. 
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